. 
Experimental details
All H atoms were placed in calculated positions and re ned using a riding model. For the methyl groups, C-H bonds were xed at 0.96 Å and U iso (H) set to 1.5 Ueq(C) with free rotation around the C-C bond (HFIX 137 in SHELX [13] ). For the rest of the hydrogens, U iso (H) was set to 1.2 Ueq(C) with aromatic C-H and N-H distances of 0.93 and 0.86 Å, respectively.
Discussion
The synthesis of substituted ureas is of great interest for both academia and industry since ureas represent various biologically active compounds [2] [3] [4] . Urea derivatives can be synthesized using various e cient procedures [5] [6] [7] . Regioselective lithiation of aromatic ureas with lithium reagents followed by reaction with electrophiles at low temperatures is considered to be one of the most clean, e cient and convenient processes for the production of a large number of substituted derivatives in high yields [8] [9] [10] [11] 
